Paterson-Passaic County-Bergen County HIV Health Services Planning Council

Minutes of the Planning Council Date December 8, 2009

Please Note: Minutes are presented in order of Agenda for ease of reading.

	Item
	Highlights
	Tasks To Be Done
	Responsible

Party
	Outcome(s)
	Open
	Closed

	APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Roll Call
	Motion 1: Minutes for the November meeting approved as presented.

Complete, quorum established.


	Document approval of minutes and store for file/records.
	C. Tobias
	Motion 1 Approved.

Moved by:  Freddy Rodriguez seconded  by:  Pat Thomas Yea-19   Nay-0


	
	X

	REPORT OF THE CHAIR, 

By Steve Scheuermann

A) Welcome

B) Chair’s Report


	· The Chair welcomed everyone to our Annual Meeting and called the meeting to order.

The Chair noted that the due to the Mayor’s tight schedule he would be introducing the Mayor as soon as he arrived and inviting him to speak.

· Our CEO, Mayor Torres took a few minutes to address the Council.  He welcomed our Federal Partners and thanked everyone for giving him the opportunity to attend today’s meeting.  Some of the highlights of his speech included but were not limited to:

· We need to be aware of the lives we have reached and touched through our work on the Council and that some we may know but many we may never be aware of.

· We are all committed to the vision of a world without HIV/AIDS.

· For some of us including himself this is a personal fight since many of our family members, friends, and colleagues have been affected by the epidemic.

· The job of health planning and resource allocation isn’t always easy.

· We need to share and listen, compromise and negotiate and continue to move forward.

·  The World AIDS Day Theme this year is working together.

· We have a local and Federal impact.

· Thanked Karen and Steve for their work with the CAEAR Coalition.
· He noted how proud he was of all of Ryan White care providers. 

· He is always available to encourage us, support us, and build us up.

· Working together we will not perish we will move forward.

· It takes real people to make this work.
· We have provided a greater quality of life for those with HIV/AIDS.

· We are agents of change.

· Steve thanked the Mayor for his attendance and invited him to stay for as long as he was able.  

· The Chair then gave his Annual report.  Highlights of the report included but are not limited to:
· This will be his last Annual Report.
· He noted that he would like to use it to share some of his thoughts about the Council.  

· It was a year of accomplishments, we got the Ryan White Act extended with a built in increase, and we know we have support in Washington.

· It is our second year of expanded Dental care, the needle exchange program is going well, we are training our case managers, we have begun to reach out in both counties our TGA covers and we had a World AIDS day in both counties.

· We can be very proud of adding 7 new non-aligned consumers to our Council

· And yet….there has been some general changes, older friends are dying of AIDS and younger friends and living with AIDS

· There used to be an 18 month life span for those with AIDS.

· Planning Councils were created to get funding out to the streets

· Buddies of NJ was created because people needed one on one help

· Congress mandated that 1/3 of our membership be consumers.

· The stigma still remains

· “Consumers don’t just be tokens on the Council don’t follow, LEAD, You need to tell us what you need and we need to listen.”

· “Make sure we give you the tools you need, the Grantee is charged by congress to give the Council the support you need to get the job done, make sure you get it.”

· We still have work to do, the job is not done.  

· The Chair than thanked his Steering Committee, the Committee Chairs, and the Council Staff.
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	REPORT OFTHE GRANTEE, presented by: Catherine Correa

      A) Grantee’s Report  
	· The Grantee was not able to attend the full meeting since she was in the middle of a Site visit.  She did however stop in and introduce her guests to the Council.
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	Committee Status Reports:

A) Planning Development Committee 

A) Chair’s Report

B)Community Development Committee

 A) Chair’s Report

	· The Vice Chair of the Planning and Development Committee Reported:

· The Committee met with Transportation Providers and are finalizing revisions to the Transportation Standards.

· The Committee continues to have difficulty getting Young MSM’s to participate in our Needs Assessment.  

· The first meeting of the Cultural Competency Task Force will be held on January 20, 2010. Location to be announced.  
· The Chair noted that the Committee met today and will be recommending for reappointment the following members:
· Marie Browne

· Greg Kelly

· Troy Love

· Linda Smith

· Karen Walker

· The Chair also noted that the Committee is in need of active members. The Committee meets on the same day as the Planning Council at 12 Noon. 

· World AIDS Day Program at Friends For Life when very well.  Over 100 people attended.

· The Chair showed everyone our new bags that will be used for give-aways to those who fill out one of our surveys.

· Working on plans for our Day of Capacity Development.
	Complete
review of Standards

       
	Committee
Committee/Consultant
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	GENERAL 

COMMUNITY CHECK-IN  and Networking


	· Steve invited everyone to attend the Buddies of NJ fundraising Brunch which takes place on Dec. 13. For details please contact Buddies.

· Jerry reported that CAPCO will be having its Pot luck Holiday meeting at the Paterson Library.  Contact CAPCO for details.

· Troy advised the Council that his office is available for meetings. Just let him know when.
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	Election of Officers
	· At this point the Council’s Counsel, Frank Covello. He stated that Greg Kelly had been nominated for Vice Chair and had accepted.  There were no nominations for Chair.  Nominations from the Floor for Chair and Vice Chair were opened.  Freddy Rodriguez was nominated by Tom Fischetti.  Freddy Rodriguez accepted the nomination.  Frank Covello explained that each candidate must be elected by a majority of those members present in order to win the election.  Ballots were passed out and collected. The ballots were counted by Frank Covello and Tom Fischetti.  Mr. Covello reported the results:

· Freddy Rodriguez is our new Chair.

· Greg Kelly is our new Vice Chair.

· Freddy thanked everyone and said he is going to need everyone’s help because he has a lot to learn and he promised to do his best for the Council.

· Greg thanked everyone and noted that the next year is going to be filled with challenges.
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	Meeting adjourned 
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